FOCUS Brandon: So your mom was determining the need right on the fly?

Pinckney: Yes. Who I am is because of my mom. She wanted a child and when
she was twenty-nine years old she asked God. If He would give her a child, she
would give that child back to Him. And I was that child.

About two days after Thanksgiving, she passed. She was eighty-eight years old.
Loved the Lord. Woman of faith. She was ready to go with her Master. And for
that we are just so blessed because of all that she instilled in all of us. And she was
so happy the Lord told me to do this job.

FOCUS Brandon: Following your mom’s example, how can parents give
their children a sense of duty for helping others?

Pinckney: Mom and Dad showed us by example. They didn’t just say the words,
“It’s better to give than to receive.” They showed us by example, by doing it, by
helping. So parents can really be examples.

First they have to get this in
their heart, they have to be-
lieve this themselves. Then,
they can show the children by
doing it and working along-
side with the children.

Bring the children along.
We’ll always have something
for them to do. Always.

FOCUS Brandon: The
Thanksgiving dinner seemed
to be very efficiently operated.
Where did you develop your
ability to organize the efforts
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money to Cynthia Pinckney to help the homeless.
Pinckney: Well, it’s been a pro-
cess. After I finished volunteer-
ing with T.H.O.R.N. Ministries for a year and a half, I went to the Christ
United Methodist Church on the corner of 34th and Columbus Drive (in
Tampa) and I volunteered there for a year. So that’s where I really got my,
I call it education, in doing this.

And then I came to Brandon. The Lord put in my spirit that there is great need
here. I began to feed, I began to give out clothing, and it just blossomed into
what it is now. And so, it has been a process of starting with very little and being
humble and being thankful for what you’re given.

FOCUS Brandon: Do you do this again on Christmas?
Pinckney: For Christmas, I couple with the River of Life group of United Method-
ist Churches. I’'m co-hosting. I will do the clothing and the toiletries but I’'m not

responsible for the food. They will take care of the food.

FOCUS Brandon: After the Thanksgiving and Christmas undertakings, what
does Cynthia Pinckney Ministries do the rest of the year?
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Pinckney: Every month we feed and clothe at a daily-work, daily-pay place. We
rotate. We go out and serve a good, hot meal. We give out work boots. We give
out toiletries. The homeless are not the only ones that come. In the Brandon area,
there are single moms with children who are on the streets.

We give out canned food items. We give out clothing for children and infants. We
give out furniture. We encourage them to find a job.

FOCUS Brandon: You’ve developed a reputation for using monetary do-
nations very carefully and for making requests for donations that are very
specific. Where did you learn about stewardship?

Pinckney: From God’s Word. I remember my dad only making fifty dollars a
week. We had seven children in the family. My mom and daddy prayed over what
they had and would make that money stretch. They taught us how to do it. And to
be good stewards.

When we’d go to church, we would always take something and give it to the Lord.
Never go into the house of God without giving something, no matter how small,
they taught us.

Sometimes I say God has a sense of humor. When He gave me this ministry, my
husband and I were going through some financial difficulties. But He let me know
that this is what He wanted me to do and He would provide.

FOCUS Brandon: You carry
water and food with you to
share with people in need but
you don’t normally share
money directly. What can
people learn from your expe-
rience?

Pinckney: I do not advocate
giving money to the homeless.
Most of the time, they need
food, they need water. And
because of their circumstanc-
es, some of them feel like, if
they can just get a drink, they
can cope. And I completely understand, but I would prefer to give them food and
water. I do not give them money.
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FOCUS Brandon: Did your call to the ministry precede or follow your call to
help others?

Pinckney: My call to help others came from God because of my mom’s prayer,
but God did not bring it forth until later because He trains us in different ways. He
takes us through the process. Then you know that you can do it.

God already knows, but you will know because you worked through it. You sus-
tained yourself in doing things. You go through some difficult times. You know
this is what He called you to do.

In His Word He says He will provide. We don’t have to go out and try to provide.
We just present ourselves as an instrument so He can work through us. He will
provide through people, through whatever means He wants to.



