
Do Angels Serve Angels?

When Arlene Waldron of the Greater 
Brandon Community Foundation was 
asked about Cynthia Pinckney Minis-
tries, she observed, “Cynthia’s program 
gets right to the heart of the problem, 
which is not always about money...it’s 
just lending that hand.  They’re getting 
involved.”

Involved indeed.  Their fourth annual 
Thanksgiving Day dinner for the home-
less and needy drew nearly a thousand 
people to the Boys and Girls Club in 
Brandon to either serve or be served.  
That level of community involvement 
in solving a community problem is as 
remarkable as the lady who brings it  
together all year.

FOCUS Brandon spoke with 
Cynthia Pinckney recently.

FOCUS Brandon:  You grew up in Fort 
Myers.  How did your home life as a child 
prepare you for a life of helping those less 
fortunate than yourself?

Pinckney:  Well, I like that question due to 
the fact that my mom and dad were such good 
stewards and they taught us by example that 
it is more blessed to give than to receive.  
Almost every week, Dad  was coming home 
with his truck loaded with clothing and furni-
ture, and would put it on the porch.  My mom 
would look at passing school children and see 
who might be in need and she would call them 
and say, “Please have your mom come by the 
house.  Tell her I’ve got something for her.”  
And she would allow the moms and dads to 
just look through what was on the porch and 
they would get it.  

Interview by FOCUS Brandon Staff.  
Photos by Joel Knepper 
& Courtesy of  Cynthia Pinckney 
and Melissa Rios.

Cynthia Pinckney 
of Cynthia Pinckney Ministries, Inc.


