HOMELESSNESS IN THE TAMPA BAY AREA

In the Tampa Bay Area there are... *

= More than 15,000 homeless people.

« 8,000 homeless people in Hillsborough County.
This is a 23 percent increase in just 2 two years.

« 4,081 homeless people in Pinellas County. 9
2,129 homeless people in Polk County
(including the cities of Lakeland and Bartow)

* 2,859 homeless people in Pasco County

= 50,000 hungry people in Hillsborough County

* 2002-2003 Report on Homeless Conditions in Florida, June 2004
** Hillsborough Task Force on Hunger Collaborative, 2000

HOMELESSNESS IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

The 2004 Hillsborough County Homeless Coalition Homeless Census Survey reports that there are at least
8,000 homeless people in Hillsborough County...

35 percent are families with children.
40 percent are Caucasian. 39 percent are African-American.
18 percent are Hispanic.
14 percent are veterans.
31 percent are employed.
60 percent have been homeless for less than one year
31 percent have drug and alcohol addictions.
12 percent suffer from mental illness.
10 percent have both an addiction and suffer from a mental illness.
3 percent have the HIV/AIDS virus.
10 percent have a physical disability.
21 percent have health care problems.

THE INNOCENT VICTIMS: HOMELESS CHILDREN

The most unsuspecting and innocent victims of poverty and homelessness are children. Nearly 300
homeless children resided with their family at Metropolitan Ministries last year, and thousands more at-
risk children were helped through our Outreach and Prevention Services. Children who experience poverty
and homelessness...

Experience more mental health problems (low self-esteem, depression, anxiety, anger,
withdrawal) than children who do not experience homelessness.’

e Experience social stigma related to their family’s situation, not having needed school supplies,
clothing and shoes.



= Experience social stigma related to their family's situation, not having needed school supplies, clothing
and shoes.

= Have higher rates of asthma, ear infections, stomach problems and speech problems. *
« Are twice as likely to experience hunger. ’

= Have gaps in learning due to irregular school attendance.

= Lack proper in-school assessment.

= Are four times more likely to have developmental delays.

DID YOU KNOW...

That the percent of the overall homeless population homeless families represent has increased by one and a half
times since 1985? *

That most shelters, in the Tampa Bay area and nationally, do not accept homeless families with
teenage boys and often require the father to separate from the family? Metropolitan Ministries,

however, is committed to keeping the family intact and helping the entire family return to self-
sufficiency.

That a person in the Tampa Bay area has to earn $15.48 per hour to be able to afford a modest, two-bedroom

apartment and utilities at the average market rate of $805 per month? That is two and a half times the new
state minimum wage.?

That a person making the new state minimum wage of $6.15 per hour must work 101 hours per week
to afford the two-bedroom unit.?

That nationally, from 1995 to 2001 rents rose at one and a half times the rate of inflation? * That 34
percent of adults requesting emergency food assistance are employed?*

That 46 percent of homeless parents lived in welfare families as children and 12 percent were homeless as
children? 5 °

That approximately 12 percent of homeless children wind up in the foster care system? °

That 25 to 33 percent of youth aging out of foster care are likely to become homeless within three years of
leaving foster care?®
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